Hector’s World®  - ‘Make a  Strong Password’
 Activity Instruction
OBJECTiVES:
This activity helps children understand, create and remember a strong computer password.
The activity can stand alone or be intergrated into the lesson plan for Hector’s World Interactive Episode Computer Security- “Oops” 
	Teacher’s 

Notes

	A child’ first introduction to a computer password may be when they begin using a school network or a shared classroom computer. This activity introduces the concept of a strong password. The activity encourages students to draw a picture that helps  them remember their password. 

In some school environments young children will share a class password to access a class blog or a shared area of a computer network.  Teachers can  encourage the use of a strong password in this situation and reinforce the concept that  passwords protect files and information that are important to us as a group. 


Introduce the activity by  determining  students current knowledge about passwords and their purpose.

· Who knows what a password is?

· Who uses passwords?

· Why do they  use passwords?

· Why do people keep their passwords secret? 

· What happens when somone guesses a password? 

· What is a weak password/ what is a strong password?
Often young children will consider using the name of a favourite pet, a birthday or a nickname as a password. It is important to help children understand this information is often known by friends and therfore may not make a strong password. They may also consider an easy to remember number sequence (12345) or even the word ‘password’. It is important to  help children understand the different between a weak password and a strong password. Some examples could be displayed on the board.
Explain that today students will make up a strong password. A strong password is made of letter, numbers and symbols that no one can guess. Students may know the teacher’ s favourite colour or favourite animal and this can be used as an example of a password that can be easily guessed. e.g. red or cat
The combination of a colour, an animal and a number can make a strong password that is hard for anyone else to guess. An example that is appropriate to the student’s reading level can be written on the board. e.g. redcat12
Explain that writing the password down means that someone may see it and it will no longer be a secret password.  Drawing a picture can be a way to  help remember a password and still keep it secret.

Distribute the activity sheet to students. The activity sheet encourages them to choose words, numbers or symbols from each column and combine them to make a strong passsword. Students can circle their choices but should try to keep them secret.  Students then draw a picture that will help them remember their password and discard the top portion. 

Teachers can adapt the activity for their specific age level or may choose to send the activity sheet home for students to do with help from parents or caregivers.
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